But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels...

Treasuring the
Life & Memory
of

Ronald W. Winans
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e aanaldfVy. Winans.
! _f'-.q'é' con. Jij‘ 'ten children
hornto devou “Cliristian parents,
 Davia tmd ﬂeiﬂre.r Winans.

My time on earth began

June 30, 1956.




A.\ Jar back as [ can remember, 've been in church,
{ remember hearing the yermony of my great grandfa-
ther, Elder LW Winans at the church he founded, |
never forgot the address: 2135 Mack Avenue, [ rever
forpot Sunday morning breakfast and dinner at Mack,
We would begon with Sunday School ar 10:00 a.m. and
not get home untd after 10:00 pan. (1 never saw the
Wonderful World of Disnev! )

[ can recall myv first day at Hamilten Elementary
v School, | oan remember walking home from
sehool with my friendy the Mackies, who not
anly were my schoolmates & neighbors, bt
alse members of my prear grandfather s

churels,

Ay far back as I can remember, our home
wers afweys filled with God, music & love;
all three remain with me even now.
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M_'p Jather believed as he was taught, “follow peac
I had a very strict upbringing. My father would ¢
show. No shows, no roller skating and no *worldly

I was a teenager, 14 years old to be exact when 1 8 e
storefront church orn Conant Streei, in Hmn.rrm

conducted by Mother Estella Boyd. i

|

My brother Marvin & I were saved the same FLr 1k

thing te receive the baptism of the Holy Ghosiy and ] did

(who would later become my pastor) tha i fie |
Baseball long enough to receive it and he -ﬁ'l%_

all men & holiness without which no man can see the Lord™.
ast that he never gave any of his children a dime to go to the

®was ever allowed in the Winans household.

§ for myself. It was on Saturday, February 22, 1970 in a little
gan in the midst of a revival that would go for over 150 days

isuch a hunger for the fullness of Ged that I gave up every-
May of the same year. I instructed my little brother Marvin
ted the Holy Ghost, he would have fo stop playing




I remember many davs aof fasting and praving to become all thar
Crod wanted me to be. Witnessing 1o other voung people would be
my passion, and I led many to receive the Lond Jesns as their
persanal savior. Believe it or noi, I never wanted to be a preacher
and I fought it for as long as I conld, until one night in a Mother
fovd revival in Chicago, Hfinois ar Pastor Richard Henton's cliurch
on Racine Streel, the Holv Ghost hiterally picked me up off of the
floar and threw me at least four to five feet in the air and rossed me

i re the pulpir.

{ remember preaching mv first sermon af Shalom Temple wnder the
guiding hand of my belaved pastor, Eld Jesse T Stacks. [ was so
nervous & I shut my eves so tght that when I opened them, I saw
slears! My grandmother Lanra Howze sard, "You did good, but next
time fnstead of saving things like alright, or okay, say, "Hallelujah

ar Thank You fesus, "



Mu_u'f was always a love of mine. 1 remember my mother

taking my three brothers and I, and reaching us songs to sing at our
chuirch’s Holy Convocation. After our first debut, my father took over
and made us a quartet group called “The Winanaires."

Al age 14, I along with my brother Marvin, started a group at our
church called the Testimonial Singers, which included Carvin
Winans, Gary & Sherry Glenn, Carl Ross, Ed & Gayle Summers,
Cheryl Wiggins, Darlyn Brantley, Robin Davis, and of all people, my
cousin Linda Stewart, The girls chose shopping over rehearsals so we

yout them out, picked up a wonderful singer by the name of Howard
Smich and became an all male group. Eventually the Testimonial
Singers evolved into four brothers, Ronald, Carvin, Marvin &
Michael. After being discovered by gospel great, Andre Crouch (who
o the delight of my father) asked if we could change our name, we
became “The Winans",

I have had an exciting and extensive career. Having every Winans
recording nominated for a Grammy and winning five Grammies, four
Dove awards, four Stellar Awards and three Soul Train Awards.
Sranching off info a solo career of sorts with Ron Winans Family &
Friends which gave me the opporfunily fo give back to the gospel com-
munity by introducing some lesser known but equally talented young
people that loved God like I did.

I've had the opportunily to meel and sing with some of the greatess
vocalists of our time. God, through the gift of music, has allowed me
fo travel around the world to share my love and passion for Him
through song, and for this I am eternally grateful.
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D:":'H' Keonald,

We're going to miss vou and, ves, o s so bad, and we all feel so sad
Bret [ want vou to know that we 'l all be fust fine because of the meme-
ries that vou leff befund, We have so many great memories because of
love, You see, we love cach athier so hard that it produced a wealth of
memortes thal iy enough to live off of for the rest of aur Ihves.

Tou see, family, there 15 a bond between ws and it is called fove, Thar
18 wiry i the midst of all this pain we can lawgh se hard because we love
g0 hard. You see, love v o verv powerful thing. It is the verv essence
£ af who God 15, so If we continue to emerse ourselves in His love, we'll
Be okay, For there Iy nothing love cannot face, there 15 no limit to is
Jaith, s hope and s endurance. In a word, there are three things that
phall abide: faith, hope and love but the preatest of them all is love. So
viral stall we say then? Shall tribulation or distress or persecntion be
able to separate us from the fove of God? For [ am persnaded that nes-
er death nor life nor augels nor principalities nor powers nov things
present nov things lo come nor heigit ror depth nor any other creatire
shall be able (o separate us from the love of God which is fn Chriss
fesus our Lord.

S0 thanks Ronald, for the fove we 've shared; it will enable us to live off
af the memories
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R.amﬂﬂ'.

We thaught we'd have vou forever and at least for a while it looked that way, but on
June 17th around 8:32 a.m., vou slipped away & took with vou a big part of us that
simply leaves a void,

used to be [0 (s now 9 again, for vour presence is no more, Before vou lefl,
Bhrcide vour mark, In vour defense, we plea our case! a rare Entertainers Gospel
iger and vou'll never be replaced.
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Lavingly submfitted.
Your Family

lf.'{'.lmlllr.f_.'.vﬂf B Carvin Winans, S
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The Winans Family Aclmuwledgamar& Appreciation:
The Winans Family wishes to a¢ ge with sincere
appreciation, the: nvewmmmmgﬂove Eﬂd support tl'lrﬂugh_
calls, visits, floral fributes, wr ten ¢ nces, praye

and other expressions of kindj;tas'grand concern, A ,g"
personal acknowledgement will be made at a later date
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The Hnnald'fﬁiians Memorial Fund:
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Make donations payablé 1o the Ronald Winans
Memorial Fund and mail c/o Pertecting Church
7616 E. Nevada, Detroit, Ml 48234,
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